
Georgetown - 
Chris is 
disturbed
by strange
sounds

Chief & Hooper 
argue with the
Mayor

shark 
sighted
panic

next
morning

Quint
killled

autopsy
shark

- patrols &
precautions 
- Chief sends 
his kids to pond

parade of 
ghosts

transition
Melanie drives
to Bodega Bay Melanie 

& Annie

Poltergeist - 106 minutes

opening
- prelude

credits
over 
suburbs

introduce
characters

breakfast furniture
stacking

- thunderstorm
- Robbie attacked by tree
- Carol Anne taken

introduce
university
Researchers

university
Researcher
promises help

introduce
Psychic

prepare and execute Psychic’s plan and
rescue Carol Anne

preparing
to leave

motelfinal confrontations
- family escapes
- house destroys itself

Mum &
kids alone

Dad & Boss at
cemetery

communicating with Carol Anne Researcher 
and mirror

characters 
preparing for sleep

“they’re
  here”

1:10 1:20 1:30 1:40 1:50 2:00

0

credits
- moors

introduce
characters

David in hospital police visit Doctor investigatesNurse & David bond David moves in 
with Nurse

David &
Nurse

David wakes
in zoo

David & Nurse
on their way to 
hospital

David runs 
- tries to turn himself in 
- talks to family

David alone David 
transforms

dream nightmare

introduce
characters MacReady

takes over
complete 
the tests

MacReady &
Childs wait
for death

Jack
visits

David kills people David kills more people 
- police surround him

David
dies

David meets his 
victims in cinema

characters & locals at pub
foreshadowing

shoot out at camp
- ‘dog’ survives

Jack visitsattack!
Jack dies

0:10 0:20 0:30 0:40 0:50 1:00 1:10 1:20 1:30 1:40 1:50 2:00

0 0:10 0:20 0:30 0:40 0:50 1:00
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The Thing - 98 minutes

credits
on black

decide to investigate 
other base 

find destruction and death 
at other base

bring back ‘dead’ 
Thing as the ‘dog’ 
watches

more research 
- find map
- go investigate

‘dog’ placed with
other dogs - kills 
them and escapes

find 
spaceship

Blair disables 
all transport &
comms
before being 
overpowered

discover, kill and
burn a Thing

figure out it’s a
shapeshifter
- become paranoid

blood supply 
is destroyed
thwarting 
their next plan

Norris is a
Thing and
kills Doc

Palmer is a 
Thing and 
transforms
- is killed

more die Thing 
reveals
itself &
is killed

Fuchs missing 
- they find him 
burned

they suspect MacReady 
is a Thing - he threatens
to blow them all up
- Norris collapses

Blair disappears
 - find spaceship

MacReady gets
them all tied up 
(kills Clarke) and
performs tests

they decide 
to burn 
the camp

Karras
research

Karras finds
Merrin dead
takes on
demon &
jumps to
his death

lock
Blair
in tool
shed

chopper
chasing 
‘dog’  

1:10 1:20 1:30 1:40 1:50 2:00

The Exorcist - 123 minutes

opening
- Merrin at a
dig in Iraq

Regan
attacks
Chris
head
turns

Chris at work, 
at home etc

Chris & Regan
(ouĳa board)

Chris 
& Regan

Regan
complains
about bed
- Chris
investigates

Karras & mum Karras 
visits 
mum in
hospital

Karras 
wants
a new 
job

church   
desecration   

Regan goes
for tests
acts weird
doctor isn’t
worried

they do x-rays 
- find nothing

Chris finds
Regan alone
window open
- Burke is dead
- Regan ‘crabs’
   down the stairs

Karras
nightmare

Regan
swearing
at doctor

Karras
at church

Chris has
party at her
house

the Cop talks
to Chris

Regan
pees
herself
then
bed
shaking 

Dyer
visits
Karras

Karras &
the Cop 

Chris at the
institute - try
exorcism

Chris & 
Karras
discuss

Merrin arrives
meets Chris & 
Karras - they
prepare

Chris & Cop
rush in
to find
Regan ‘ok’

Chris & 
Karras
discuss

Karras
studying
etc

Karras
asks the
church
for help
Merrin
is contacted

Chris begs
Karras for help

Merrin &
Karras
regroup

Dyer &
Cop 

Chris &
all are
leaving
see Dyer

Chris &
Karras
talk

Karras 
sees
Regan
- spew

Karras
& Regan

Karras
& Regan
“help
  me”

Karras
struggles

Merrin 
& Karras
confront
Regan

Merrin
continues
alone

doctors
see
Regan
flipping
out

doctors
still
think
it’s
medical

Regan
and the
shrink

demon
statue

1:10 1:20 1:30 1:40 1:50 2:00

credits introduce
characters

Chief at
home

- shark
hunters
- meet 
Hooper

shark is 
caught
- doesn’t
match

Chief at home
- Hooper visits

Chief, Quint
& Hooper

Chief, Quint & Hooper on
the ocean

Quint & Hooper bond Hooper &
Chief swim 
for shore

Chief & Hooper go
shark hunting -
find boat with body

Jaws
attacks

Jaws appears
“bigger boat”
it escapes

Jaws 
attacks
boat

4 July
opens

Chief 
intercut
w/ bounty
hunters 
on pier

in office
& town

town meeting
- meet Quint

Jaws appears
- tie him to boat

Jaws 
almost
destroys 
boat

Hooper
is atacked
cage fails
they think 
he’s dead

boat 
sinking
- Jaws is 
killed

they run 
for land
- Jaws in 
pursuit
- engine
dies

sinking 
they try
the cage

they
set sail

Chief gets
Mayor to
hire Quint

second attack
boy on lilo

run in
with
council

first attack
night swim

1:10 1:20 1:30 1:40 1:50 2:00

find
body Hooper

does
autopsy

grieving
mother

credits meet cute 
Melanie & Mitch

Melanie 
plans
revenge but
Mitch is 
away

Melanie delivers birds 
by boat

Melanie 
meets Annie

Melanie & Mitch 
at the party - 
backstoryMitch &

Melanie
fight

birds attack 
the house

attacked 
in room

Mitch goes outside to
prepare escape

they get 
in the car 
and drive 
off to ...post attack 

Melanie goes 
upstairs 
and is ...

tend to Melanie 
- decide to leave

Melanie and 
the locals

bird attacks
Melanie

Mitch races 
Melanie back 
to town

Mitch, Melanie & Lydia Melanie & Annie - bird hits door cop 
visits

Lydia finds 
dead farmer

birds
attack
party

birds
attack
down
chimney

Melanie checks 
on Cathy at school

Mitch 
kisses 
Melanie

Melanie with family 
- chickens won’t eat
- Cathy invites Melanie 
   to party

Melanie & Lydia bond Melanie 
waits as 
birds 
gather

birds attack
school kids

birds attack town 
- woman attacks 
  Melanie

Mitch & Melanie 
go to get Cathy 
- find Annie dead

Melanie at the diner - discussions 
- Mitch joins her

fortifying the farm house 
- interpersonal conflict 
- waiting - Cathy sick with fear

1:10 1:20 1:30 1:40 1:50 2:00

debate Kane
attacked

chestburster
Alien kills
Brett

Alien kills
Dallas

kills Parker 
& Lambert

blows
Alien 
out of 
airlock

cat
Ash
attacks self-destruct

can’t be aborted
Alien
blocks
escape

airlock

0 0:10 0:20 0:30 0:40 0:50 1:00
Alien - 109 minutes

credits introduce
environment

- exploration
- repairs on ship

plan engineers bitch
Ripley & Ash argue

Kane
revives

planKane 
burial

safety endsplans plans interogationfacehugger
gone - argue

hunt Brett hunts cat learn 
Company
plans 

prep shuttle
to flee

Ripley 
sets self- 
destruct

Ripley runs 
for shuttle

hunt 
continues

Alien
attacks

- Alien appears
- Ripley prepares

approach and
landing

“not 
home”

enter and explore alien ship facehugger acid 
blood

leave
planet

introduce 
characters

1:10 1:20 1:30 1:40 1:50 2:00

The Birds - 114 minutes

Jaws - 118 minutes

NEUTRAL

AUDIENCE REACTIONS

Pulse-o-meter analysis of some classic horrror movies (annotated)

POSITIVE/RELAXED

NOTES: The data is based on 
a sample size of one and 
represents the subject’s
reaction at the time. Further
more, the subject had seen 
each of the movies more than 
once before performing the 
analysis and so the reactions
should not be trusted. 

NEGATIVE/FEARFUL

An American Werewolf in London - 91 minutes
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